Public Outreach and Education

The Program continues its education and out-
reach -efforts throughout the State. Information on
nonpoint source pollution is distributed through vari-
£ ous media., including coloring books, pencils, window
clings, tshirts, brochures, and posters. Ar large out-
reach events like the Srate Farm Fair or the Keiki
Water Festivals, the Program focus their effort on the
youth. Just in the month of September over 2,000
students, teachers and community members partici-
pated in our educational events, not including many

Lawana Collier (PPC) talks to Walanae sludents about potential other education efforts conducted through 319 funded
sources of polluted runoff in their watershed at the Waianae projects.
Keiki Water Festival 2002.

Many children are attracted to, or at the very §
least, interested in our presentation, booth or sta- {}
tion because of Apoha the O'opu. This full body
costume is in the image of a native Hawaiian fish
and has been the program mascot for several years.
There is such a high demand to use rthe costume for =
outreach events that two new costumes will be con-
structed next year. A child’s excitement over their 28
photo with Apoha is the catalyst to entice their par- @
ents or other adults to read the accompanying nen-
point source informational marterials. This year the
photo frame was updated and includes a simple de-
scription of nonpoint source pollution and ways AN
sl elp contrl it Orber tempts o . AP 55t ot ekt vl bty s
crease the general public’s awareness of polluted
runoff issues are through public service announcements, the Program’s display board posted at confer-
: ,,, ences, and the distribution of our brochure.
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The vast majority of the state still remains un-
¥ aware of polluted runoff, how individuals contribute to it
and how they can prevent or control it. In some cases
lack of information is not the problem, but it is the lack
of a convenient, affordable or practical alternative that
hinders individuals from changing the way they do busi-

ness. The success of our outreach and education is in the
changes in behavior we initiate. The program will be
= looking for new ways to inform and affect change in Ha-
% wail’s residents, as we all address nonpoint source pollu-
tion in the future.

Qutreach materials provided at scheduled events and upon
request.
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